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1921 interest in Poland tended more and more to concentrate
itself on the question of Upper Silesia. On December 27, 1920,
the Ambassadors' Conference had decided that, to reduce the
chances of disorder during the taking of the plebiscite, outvoters
should vote a fortnight later than the resident voters. But this
decision was cancelled by the Supreme Council in February
1921, which ordered that the vote of residents and non-residents
should be taken on the same day, the change having been brought
about, it was believed by the Poles, by England and Italy as
against France. There was great dismay in Poland, and the papers
of the Left went so far as to demand the resignation of Sapieha,
the Foreign Minister.
UPPER SILESIA QUESTION
Nearly two years had passed since the signature of the Treaty of
Versailles when the plebiscite was taken in Upper Silesia on
March 30, 1921. According to the German Upper Silesia census
of 1910 the population of the district consisted of 1,245,000
Poles and 672,000 Germans. During the two years' interval
between the treaty and the voting the Germans worked hard to
strengthen their position, and the Poles, under the leadership
of Korfanty, had been active in their opposition, which included
two risings, one in August 1919 and the other in August 1920.
An inter-Allied Commission was sent to maintain order and
prepare for the voting, but no disturbances marked the actual
holding of the plebiscite. Korfanty had been appointed by the
Polish Government president of the Polish Plebiscitary Committee,
and he enjoined calm on his fellow-countrymen. The result of
the voting was 707,605 for Germany and 479,359 for Poland,
according to the final figures issued on April 23; it was admitted,
however, that the German count included upwards of 100,000
out-voters; these had been brought by special trains from the
interior of Germany, and were sent back again as soon as they
had voted. A close examination of the voting showed that the
majority of the communes voting Polish lay in the eastern part,
the majority of the communes voting German in the western
part of the plebiscitary area. The commission reported that k